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(57) ABSTRACT

A method for assigning individual phase conductors at a first
point to those at at least one further point in a polyphase
energy distribution network, in particular in a three-phase
network. In the case of mains operation, wherein a common
reference time is determined for these points, and the time
difference and/or phase difference of the phase voltage or the
line-to-line voltage between the reference time of a zero
crossing of the phase voltage are determined for these
points. By a comparison of the time and/or phase differences
at two different points the phase conductor of one point is
assigned to a phase conductor of the further point which has
the same to time and/or phase difference with respect to the
common reference time. An additional loading of the energy
supply network or an interruption of the mains operation is
avoided by the method.

17 Claims, 4 Drawing Sheets
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METHOD AND DEVICE FOR ASSIGNING
INDIVIDUAL PHASE CONDUCTORS IN A
POLYPHASE ENERGY DISTRIBUTION
NETWORK

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The invention relates to a method for assigning individual
phase conductors at one point to those at at least one further
point in a polyphase energy distribution network, in particu-
lar in a three-phase network, in the case of mains operation,
and to a corresponding device. Such a point can be located
at any given point in the energy distribution network,
however in any event the main connection points of con-
sumers and also the distribution stations, such as transformer
stations, mains distribution cabinets and the like are of
interest.

2. Prior Art

Systems with three or four conductors are often used for
three-phase alternating current transmission in electrical
energy distribution networks, in particular in medium-volt-
age or low-voltage networks. When said networks are put
into operation or expanded, attention is often only paid to a
uniform phase sequence at the three-phase terminals of the
households, for example to a sequence of the phase differ-
ences rising or falling by consecutive 120° cycles in a
system with four conductors or between the line-to-line
voltages in a system with three conductors.

The result of this practice is that an assignment between
the individual phase conductors of a distribution station,
such as a transformer station, and the phase conductors at the
consumers is not known. In other words it is not known
which phase conductor at the consumer corresponds to
which phase conductor in the distribution station.

With the increasing decentralization of energy generation,
by private photovoltaic systems or small combined heat and
power systems in private households for example, the usage
of' the electric energy distribution networks is also changing:
from a central power distribution—from one or more trans-
former stations to the consumer—to an at least at times
decentralized power distribution—such as from one house-
hold to other households or from a number of private energy
generators to the transformer station or into the medium-
voltage network.

In order to be able to guarantee the monitoring and control
of the voltage quality as well as the monitoring of the power
distribution in such decentralized energy distribution net-
works, a unique assignment of one or more phase conductors
at a consumer terminal to a specific phase conductor of a
phase of the energy distribution network is required, also in
the event of a change in the structure of the energy distri-
bution network.

Employing network expansion plans or installation plans
for this purpose is often not sufficient since said plans are
incomplete or cannot correspond to the actual energy dis-
tribution network.

In accordance with DE 196 21 543 Al it is known that a
load can be connected for a defined period of time with a
specific size to a network phase of the energy supply
network and, on the basis of this upwards or downwards
change in the load, the connected phase in the network can
be identified. This has the disadvantage that, not only does
an additional device have to be provided for this purpose but
that this imposes a load on the energy supply network. With
this method only one network phase can ever be checked and
assigned.
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EP 0 961 125 A2 proposes carrying out the phase iden-
tification of medium-voltage cables in a state short-circuited
to ground, and doing this by injecting a tone frequency into
the line to be identified. The disadvantage of this is that
operation of the network must be interrupted to perform the
identification. With this method too only one network phase
after the other can ever be checked and assigned.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

An object of the present invention is to provide a method
and a device which at least overcomes the disadvantages of
the additional load imposed on the energy supply network
and the interruption of network operation.

This object is achieved for a method and for a device with
the features of the independent claims. Advantageous
embodiments of the invention are defined in the respective
dependent claims.

In accordance with the invention there is therefore pro-
vision, in the method for assigning individual phase con-
ductors at one point to those at at least one further point in
a polyphase energy distribution network, in particular in a
three-phase network, in the case of mains operation, that

a common reference point is determined for these points,

for the first point in the case of a four-conductor network,

the time difference and/or phase difference of the phase
voltage between the reference time and the time of the
zero crossing of the phase voltage is determined for at
least one phase conductor or in the case of a three-
conductor network the time difference and/or phase
difference of the line-to-line voltage between the ref-
erence time and the time of the zero crossing of the
line-to-line voltages is determined for at least two
phase conductors,

for the further point, in the case of a four-conductor

network, the time difference and/or phase difference of
the phase voltage between the reference time and the
time of the zero crossing of the phase voltage is
determined for at least one phase conductor, or in the
case of a three-conductor network, the time difference
and/or the phase difference of the line-to-line voltages
between the reference time and the time of the zero
crossing of the line-to-line voltages is determined for a
least two phase conductors,

and, by comparing the time and/or phase differences at the

first point with those at the further point, that phase
conductor of the first point is assigned to a phase
conductor of the further point having the same time
and/or phase difference in relation to the common
reference time.

An inventive point is a defined location in a polyphase
energy distribution network where the phase voltages of a
least one phase conductor are determined, i.e. measured. In
order to establish for example the phase conductor to which
a specific consumer, such as a household is connected, a
point in or at a transformer station and a further point at the
consumer can be provided. If a voltage measuring device is
present in any event at a point, such as in a transformer
station, at a current meter with remote readout, distribution
network monitoring or a system for measuring the voltage
quality, it makes sense to employ this voltage measurement
device as the monitoring point.

The term “common reference time” means that the deter-
mination, for example the measurement, of the phase volt-
age takes place simultaneously or synchronously at at least
two points. If more than two points are employed for a
measurement it must be ensured here too that the measure-
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ment takes place simultaneously at all points. If the mea-
surement is triggered by means of a signal the propagation
time of the signal to the individual points is therefore to be
taken into consideration in the determination of the common
reference time. If the propagation time of the signal is
negligible in relation to the phase duration of the alternating
current of the energy distribution network then propagation
time correction of the signal does not have to be undertaken
and the receive time of the signal is employed as the
common reference time.

Since each full phase (360°) of the phase voltage or of the
line-to-line voltage has two zero crossings, the “zero cross-
ing of the phase voltage” either always only means the
crossing at the falling edge or always only means the
crossing at the rising edge. During the measurement of the
phase voltage or of the line-to-line voltage said voltage must
be filtered if necessary so that harmonics are eliminated and
the zero crossing of the fundamental wave can be estab-
lished.

During comparison of the time and/or phase differences at
two different points, where the phase conductor of the one
point is assigned to a phase conductor of the further point
which has the same time and/or phase difference in relation
to the common reference time, it is to be taken into account
that the “same time and/or phase difference” can only be
fulfilled in the ideal case. As a rule, as a result of measure-
ment imprecisions or actual reference times deviating
slightly from one another at different points, the time and/or
phase differences of a phase conductor can differ slightly (as
a rule by up to 5%) from one another. “Same time and/or
phase difference” thus means here that those time and/or
phase differences are assigned to one another which have the
smallest deviation or scatter in relation to one another.

The phase information, i.e. the phase difference (which is
also referred to as phase offset) is dependent on the con-
nection type (phase voltage or line-to-line voltage in a
4-conductor and/or 3-conductor system). Of course the
terms “time difference” and “phase difference” describe the
same physical state and are therefore able to be used
synonymously within the context of the invention.

Through the inventive method, on the one hand no
additional load is used and on the other hand mains opera-
tion does not have to be interrupted but just the current phase
voltage is needed in each case for the inventive method.

As a rule there is provision in the inventive method for the
phase voltages or line-to-line voltages of all (three) phase
conductors to be determined for each point at the reference
time. This enables all phase conductors to be assigned to one
another uniquely at the different points—as a result of a
single measurement process. Thus a number of consecutive
measurements do not have to be carried out on the individual
phase conductors, such as is provided for as a result of DE
196 21 543 Al. However the method can also be applied to
just one or two phase conductors: To do this, when the phase
voltages are measured, at one point at least the phase voltage
of one phase conductor and at a further point at least the
phase voltage of one phase conductor is determined. The
phase voltage is always measured between the phase con-
ductor and the neutral conductor. When the line-to-line
voltages are measured at least one line-to-line voltage is
measured (between two phase conductors) at one point and
at least one line-to-line voltage is measured at a further
point.

An embodiment variant of the invention makes provision
for the common reference time to be selected so that this
time coincides with the time of the zero crossing of a phase
voltage or of a line-to-line voltage at the first point. This
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corresponds to the method in FIG. 3: Since the reference
time coincides with a zero crossing, a measurement of the
phase voltage or of the line-to-line voltage can be dispensed
with.

Independently of the said embodiment variants, the com-
mon reference time can be determined in a simple manner by
sending out a signal to the points. If the points are at different
distances from the point of origin of the signal, the propa-
gation time of the signal may also have to be taken into
consideration in the determination of the common reference
time. If the propagation time of the signal is to be ignored
by comparison with the phase duration of the phase voltages,
this will not be necessary.

For data transmission systems with a number of trans-
mission sections (hops, repeats), when the signal is received
in the form of a data packet, the secure receipt at all hop
levels or all repeats can be awaited and only then the phase
location of the phase voltages be evaluated synchronously.
This means that possible frequency fluctuations of the
network frequency during the transmission cannot adversely
affect the measurement accuracy as a result of the number of
hops or the number of repeats.

In particular in this case there can be provision for the
time of the receipt of the signal—at the respective measure-
ment point—to be the common reference time.

But it is also possible for the signal to contain information
which defines the reference time for a time after the receipt
of the signal. Thus the signal can contain information about
whether the measurement is to be carried out at a specific
point in time in the future, and this point in time will be read
out on a local clock. In addition the signal can also contain
information for synchronizing a local clock at one point with
those at other points, so that the measurement of the phase
voltages then actually takes place at the same time at all
measurement points involved on the basis of the respective
local clocks.

It would also be possible to define the common reference
time by a number of signals sent out one after the other.

Basically there are different options for how the signal
will be transmitted to the individual points.

One option consists of the signal being transmitted over
one or more conductors (phase conductor, neutral conduc-
tor). The energy distribution network can thus advanta-
geously be used for transmitting the signal. The signal can
especially be generated for this purpose at one point and sent
out from this point and then transmitted. This has the
advantage that the signal generator in the devices necessary
for carrying out the method can be integrated at one of the
points. This additionally enables data from this point, such
as phase positions of the phase voltages absolute and relative
to one another, specifications about a (repeating) transmis-
sion time, a temporal reference of the transmit time to the
instantaneous phase of at least one phase conductor etc., to
also be transmitted as well to other points with this signal.

The signal can however also be transmitted via another
wired or wireless transmission medium, such as via radio.

There can however also be provision for the signal
generator to be located in a different location rather than at
one location.

The signal can, in particular when it is sent out from a
point in the polyphase energy transmission network, also
contain information about the time or phase differences of
the phase voltages or line-to-line voltages at one point,
especially at the point in accordance with claim 3.

The inventive device for carrying out the inventive
method is characterized in that
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a signal generator is provided for defining the common
reference time,

a phase measurement unit is provided at at least two
points, with which the time of the zero crossing of the
phase voltage on at least one phase conductor or the
line-to-line voltage of at least two phase conductors can
be measured,

a comparison unit connected to at least one phase mea-
surement unit is provided at these points, wherein the
time difference or the phase difference between refer-
ence time and time of the zero crossing can be deter-
mined with the phase measurement unit, and

at least one assignment unit connected to the comparison
unit or units is provided, with which, by comparing the
time or phase differences at two different points, that
phase conductor of the first point can be assigned to a
phase conductor of the second point which has the
same time or phase difference.

An alternate device makes provision for

a signal generator, for defining the common reference
time at the time of zero crossing of the phase voltage or
of a line-to-line voltage, to be provided at a first point,

a phase measurement unit to be provided at the first point
or at at least one further point, with which the time of
the zero crossing of the phase voltage on at least one
phase conductor or the line-to-line voltage of at least
two phase conductors can be measured,

a comparison unit connected to the phase measurement
unit to be provided at the second point, wherein the
time difference or the phase difference between refer-
ence time and time of the zero crossing can be defined
with the phase measurement unit, and that phase con-
ductor of the first point can be assigned to a phase
conductor of the second point with the comparison unit,

an assignment unit to be provided at a point, especially the
first point, with which the information about the assign-
ment can be collected and further distributed.

The device for defining the common reference time can
comprise a transceiver unit at each point and a signal
generator, in particular at one point.

For transmission of signals, especially of data packets, at
least one transceiver unit can be disposed at each point,
which is connected to the phase measurement unit and if
necessary to the signal generator, the comparison unit and
the assignment unit, for transmission of signals, especially
of data packets.

For transmission of signals, especially of data packets via
the energy distribution networks, there can be provision for
the transceiver unit to be connected to the phase conductors
and the neutral conductor at each point. As an alternative
there can be provision for the transceiver unit, for transmis-
sion of signals by means of conductors which do not belong
to the energy distribution network, to be embodied at each
point by means of radio or by means of optical transmission.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL
VIEWS OF THE DRAWING

For further explanation of the invention reference is made
in the subsequent part of the description to the figures, from
which further advantageous embodiments, details and devel-
opments of the invention are to be taken. In the figures:

FIG. 1 shows a schematic diagram of an inventive device
with a reference unit,

FIG. 2 shows the timing curves of the phase voltages of
the phase conductors from FIG. 1,
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FIG. 3 shows a schematic diagram of an inventive device
without reference unit

FIG. 4 shows the timing curves of the phase voltages of
the phase conductors from FIG. 3.

DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

FIG. 1 shows a section from a three-phase network
consisting of three phase conductors [.1, [.2, [.3 and the
neutral conductor N. At the first point M1 a first unit E is
provided, at the second point M2 a second unit Ex. Between
the first and second point, at a third point M3 a third unit, a
so-called reference unit Er, is provided. The three phase
conductors—first phase conductor L1, second phase con-
ductor L2, third phase conductor [.3—are located at the first
point M1 in the diagram depicted in FIG. 1 in ascending
order above one another, between first point M1 and third
point M3 the phase conductors [.1 and .2 are swapped, so
that the first phase conductor L1r at the third point M3
corresponds to the second phase conductor [.2 at the first
point M1, and the second phase conductor [.2r at the third
point M3 corresponds to the first phase conductor L1 at the
first point M1. Between the third point M3 and the second
point M2 a point is shown in the drawing at which swapping
of the phase conductors possibly also occurs, so that it is not
known which phase conductor L1x, [.2x, L3x at the second
point M2 (for example the connection location of a con-
sumer) corresponds to which phase conductor at the first or
third point M1, M3.

A signal generator 1 is provided in the first unit E at the
first point M1, which creates a signal which is sent via a
transceiver unit 5 to the other points M2, M3. The signal
generator 1 also has a connection to the assignment unit 3
which is not shown here in FIG. 1. In this exemplary
embodiment the transceiver unit 5 is a modem, namely a
so-called DL.C modem (distribution line carrier modem),
which can transmit and receive data via one or more phase
conductors of the three-phase network. This DL.C modem
usually uses a frequency range in this case of 3 to 95 kHz (up
to 500 kHz would also be possible) with a data transmission
rate of between less than 100 bit/s and multiples of 10 kbit/s.

A second unit Ex or a third unit (reference unit) Er are
disposed at the second and third location M2, M3, which
likewise each have a transceiver unit 5 available, embodied
as a DLC modem. The transceiver units 5 are connected at
each point M1, M2, M3 to the three phase conductors L1,
L2, L3 and also to the neutral conductor N in each case.

Since in the present example the first point M1 takes over
the assignment of the phase conductors, the transceiver units
5 here are also connected to the assignment unit 3, which
likewise is disposed in the first unit E. The second and third
point M2, M3 each have a phase measurement unit 4 in their
units Ex, Er, which is connected to the three phase conduc-
tors L1, L2, L3 as well as to the neutral conductor N at the
respective point, wherein the time of the zero crossing of the
phase voltages in the three phase conductors .1, 1.2, .3 can
be measured with the phase measurement unit 4. The second
and third point M2, M3 additionally each have a comparison
unit 2 connected to the phase measurement unit 4, with
which, for the phase conductors, the time difference for the
phase difference between reference time and time of the zero
crossing of the phase voltage can be determined. The
comparison unit 2 is connected in each case to the trans-
ceiver units 5 so that the time or phase differences deter-
mined can be transferred to the assignment unit 3, with
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which, by comparing the time or phase differences, the phase
conductors of the different points can be assigned to one
another.

FIG. 2 shows the timing curve of the phase voltages at the
points M1, M2, M3 from FIG. 1 as well as the transmitted
data packet TxD.

The signal generator 1 of the first unit E sends a data
packet TxD at periodic intervals via the modem (transceiver
unit 5) into the three-phase network, which is thus used as
a communication medium between the units E, Er and Ex.
In the second unit Ex the data packet is received as RxDx via
the modem (transceiver unit 5), in the third unit Er via the
modem (transceiver unit 5) as RxDr. Together with the
additional information about the respective propagation time
of the data packet, the data packet RxDx or RxDr is
transferred to the respective comparison unit 2. In the phase
measurement units 4 of the units Er, Ex as a result of the
receipt of the data packet, the measurement of the phase
information of the phase voltages of the individual phase
conductors is initiated, the zero crossings of the phase
voltages UL1r, UL2r, UL37 or ULlx, UL2x, UL3x are
detected and transferred to the respective comparison unit 2
as phase information for comparison with the receive times
of the data packets RxDx or RxDr. The receive time,
corrected if necessary by the propagation time of the data
packet RxDx or RxDr represents the reference time.

On comparison in the comparison units 2 of the units Er,
Ex, time differences AtL1x, AtL2x, AtL3x or AtL1r, AtL2r,
AtL3r between the receive times of the data packets RxDx
or RxDr on the one hand and the times of the zero crossings
of the corresponding phase voltages UL1x, UL2x, UL3x or
UL1r, UL2r, UL3# on the other hand are formed. These time
differences are shown in the drawing in FIG. 2.

The time differences AtL1x, AtL2x, AtL3x, AtLIr, AtL2r,
AtL3r are transferred, along with the associated connection
designations or connection numberings of the phase con-
ductors L1x, L2x, L3x, L1r, .27, L37 from the comparison
units 2 via the modems (transceiver units 5) of the units Ex,
Er to the assignment unit 3 in the units E. There individual
time differences are classified on the basis of their values
into three groups. Each group contains the approximately
equal time differences:

Group 1: AtL.2r, AtL3x
Group 2: AtL1r, AtL1x
Group 3: AtL3r, AtL2x

Since the assignment unit 3 has previously been notified
of the assignment of the phase conductors L17, [.27, L3~ at
the third point M3 (corresponds to the third unit or reference
unit Er) to that unit at the third point M1 (corresponds to the
first unit E), in the assignment unit 3 the assignment of the
phase conductors L1x, L2x, L3x at the second point M2
(corresponds to the second unit Ex) can also be established
and thus the mutual assignment of all phase conductors at all
points M1, M2, M3 can be undertaken:

L1 corresponds to [.27 or [3x,
L2 corresponds to 17 or L1y,
L3 corresponds to [.37 or [.2x.

If necessary this information can also be transferred to the
units Ex and Er, in particular their comparison units 2,
possibly likewise via the phase conductors by means of the
modems (transceiver units 5). The information can also be
transferred to other devices and systems.

In general, in this form of embodiment, the information
about the time differences and/or the instantaneous phases of
the phase voltages of the individual phase conductors along
with their unique numbers in the energy distribution network
and possibly with further measurement values can be made
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available to all assignment units 3 via the same transmission
system as is used for the data packet TxD or RxDx and RxDr
(i.e. by means of DL.LC modems over the energy distribution
network) or via an additional data transmission system,
which units need information about the phase conductor
assignment at the points (connection points) of the energy
distribution network. The signal generator 1 can be inte-
grated into the assignment unit 3. This enables all data,
which it is to accept into the signal in the form of the data
packet TxD, to be simply transmitted to the signal generator
1.

In the assignment unit 3 the time differences or the
instantaneous phases are divided into groups with a scatter-
ing of the values which is as small as possible. Thus
conductor connections at various locations (points) of the
energy distribution network are assigned to a common phase
conductor. This corresponds to a relative assignment. In
order to subsequently undertake absolute assignment of the
grouped connections, the only requirement is for at least one
reference connection per group of time differences or phases
of which the designation is known. In FIG. 1 the reference
connections are located at the reference unit Er.

FIG. 3 shows a further exemplary embodiment, in which
the inventive device makes do without the reference unit Er.
The device essentially consists of the central first unit E and
a second unit Ex. A number of units Ex can also be present.

The section of a three-phase network shown in FIG. 3
again consists of three phase conductors [.1, [.2, [.3 and a
neutral conductor N. At the first point M1 a first unit E is
provided, at the second point M2 a second unit Ex is
provided. The three phase conductors—first phase conduc-
tor L1, second phase conductor .2, third phase conductor
L.3—are located at the first point M1 in the diagram in FIG.
3 in ascending order above one another, between first point
M1 and second point M3 a point is shown in the drawing at
which possibly a swapping of the phase conductors takes
place, so that it is not known which phase conductor L1x,
L2x, L3x at the second point M2 (such as the connection
point of a consumer) corresponds to which phase conductor
at the first point M1.

A signal generator 1 is provided in the first unit E at the
first point M1 which generates a signal which is sent via a
transceiver unit 5 to the other point M2. The signal generator
1 is controlled by the phase measurement unit 4 disposed in
the unit E. In this exemplary embodiment too the transceiver
unit 5 is a DLC modem. A second unit Ex is disposed at the
second point M2, which likewise has available to it a
transceiver unit 5 embodied as a DLC modem. The trans-
ceiver units 5 are respectively connected at each point M1,
M2 with the three phase conductors [L1, [.2, [.3 as well as the
neutral conductor N.

In FIG. 3 the comparison unit 2 takes over the assignment
of'the phase conductors in the unit or in each unit Ex, if there
are number of such units. The assignment unit 3 provided at
the first point M1 (and/or further assignment units at other
points) receives the information about the assignment of the
phase conductor connections from the comparison unit or
comparison units 2 of the units Ex, therefore the transceiver
units 5 are also connected to the assignment unit 3 here,
which is likewise disposed in the first unit E. The first and
the second point M1, M2 each have a phase measurement
unit 4 in their units E, Ex, which is connected to the three
phase conductors [.1, .2, L3 and also to the neutral con-
ductor N at the respective point. The second point M2
additionally has a comparison unit 2 connected to the phase
measurement unit 4, with which or the phase conductors
L1x, L2x, L3x the time difference for the phase difference



US 9,482,709 B2

9

between reference time and time of zero crossing of the
phase voltage can be determined. The comparison unit 2 is
connected to the transceiver unit 5 so that the time or phase
difference determined and the assignment of the phase
conductors determined therefrom can be transferred to the
assignment unit 3. In this exemplary embodiment too the
three-phase network is also used as a communication
medium between the units E, Ex.

The phase measurement unit 4 of the first unit E detects
the zero crossings of the phase voltages UL1, UL2, UL3 and
through this information controls the signal generator 1,
which at periodic intervals transmits a data packet Txd via
the modem (transceiver unit 5) into the three-phase network
between the neutral conductor N and the first phase con-
ductor L1 synchronous to the zero crossing of the falling
edge of the phase voltage. The data packet TxD contains
information about whether the data packet TxD has been
transmitted synchronously with the zero crossing of the
falling edge of the phase voltage UL1 and is measured via
the phase relationship or the phase sequence of the phase
voltages UL1, UL2, UL3 at the first point M1, i.e. those
values which have been measured with the first unit E.

The data packet TxD could also be notified the signal
generator 1 and the comparison units 2 via another trans-
mission path or with a further data packet.

FIG. 4 shows a schematic diagram of the timing curve of
the phase voltages of the phase conductors from FIG. 3. The
first unit E, at the zero crossing of the falling edge of the
phase voltage UL1, sends a data packet TxD to the second
unit Ex. In the second unit Ex the data packet is received as
RxDx via the modem (transceiver unit 5). Together with
additional information about the respective propagation time
of the data packet for propagation time correction, the data
packet RxDx is transferred to the comparison unit 2. In the
phase measurement unit 4 of the unit Ex the zero crossings
of the phase voltages UL1x, UL2x, UL3x are detected and
transferred as phase information to the comparison unit 2 for
comparison with the receive times of the data packets RxDx.
The receive time, corrected if necessary by the propagation
time of the data packet RxDx, represents the reference time.

On comparison in the comparison unit 2 of the unit Ex,
time differences AtL1x, AtL2x, AtL3x between the receive
time of the data packet RxDx on the one hand and the times
of the zero crossings of the phase voltages UL1x, UL2x,
UL3x on the other hand are formed. These time differences
are shown in the drawing in FIG. 4.

As a result of the information transferred in data packet
RxDx, only the smallest time difference has to be deter-
mined in the comparison unit 2 since the phase conductor
with the smallest time difference, which in the ideal case is
zero, corresponds to the first phase conductor .1 at the first
point M1, of which the time difference is likewise zero, since
the data packet TxD would indeed be sent out at the zero
crossing of the falling edge of UL1. In the present example
the phase conductor [.2x in accordance with FIG. 4, at the
second point M2, has an insignificantly small time difference
Atl.2x, so that this results in the first phase conductor L1 at
the first point M1 corresponding to the second phase con-
ductor 1.2x at the second point M2. As a result of the phase
information of the phase voltages UL.2 and UL3 at the first
point M1, which were contained in data packets TxD or
RxDx, the other phase conductors L1x, L3x at the second
point M2 can be assigned absolutely to the phase conductors
of'the first point M2: in the ideal case the same or almost the
same phase difference (or time difference) on zero crossing
of the falling edge of the phase voltage means the same
phase conductor:
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L1 corresponds to [.2x,
L2 corresponds to [3x,
L3 corresponds to L1x.

This information is then transferred to the assignment
units 3 of the first unit E via the DLC connection, i.e. the
modems (transceiver units 5) and the phase conductors. In
this exemplary embodiment too the information can be made
available to other devices.

Naturally other options are also available in general for
determining the common reference point, such as by pre-
specifying a specific reference point, such as that the mea-
surement is to be undertaken each hour on the hour or by a
corresponding local time setting in the comparison units 2
which initiates the corresponding measurements by the
phase measurement units 4.

The physical invention makes possible automatic detec-
tion of the phase conductor assignment in an electrical
energy distribution network and does so without knowledge
of'its topology or, for a change in the topology, by switcho-
vers in the energy distribution network or between a number
of distribution networks or energy supply points.

The method is suitable both for three-wire also for four-
wire systems as well as for combinations thereof.

To carry out the inventive method devices can be used
which are present and are used in any event in a distribution
network, such as devices for remote meter readout or for
measuring the voltage quality.

LIST OF REFERENCE CHARACTERS

1 Signal generator
2 Comparison unit
3 Assignment unit
4 Phase measurement unit
5 Transceiver unit
E First unit
Er Third unit (reference unit)
Ex Second unit
L1, L2, L3 First, second, third phase conductor
M1, M2, M3 First, second, third point
N Neutral conductor
RxDr Data packet in the third unit Er
RxDx Data packet in the second unit Ex
TxD Data packet in the first unit E
UL1, UL2, UL3 Phase voltages at first unit E
UL1r, UL2r, UL3r Phase voltages at third unit Er
UL1x, UL2x, UL3x Phase voltages at second unit Ex
AtL1x, AtL2x, AtL.3x Time differences at second unit Ex
AtL1r, AtL2r, AtL3r Time differences at third unit Er
The invention claimed is:
1. A method for assigning individual phase conductors at
a first point to phase conductors at at least one further point
in a polyphase energy distribution network, in a case of
mains operation, which comprises the steps of:
determining a common reference time for points in the
polyphase energy distribution network including the
first point and the at least one further point;
determining for the first point, in a case of a four-
conductor network, for at least one phase conductor a
time difference and/or a phase difference of a phase
voltage between a reference time and a time of a zero
crossing of the phase voltage, or determining in a case
of a three-conductor network, for at least two of the
phase conductors the time difference and/or the phase
difference of a line-to-line voltage between the refer-
ence time and the time of the zero crossing of the
line-to-line voltage;
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determining for the further point, in the case of the
four-conductor network, for at least one phase conduc-
tor, the time difference and/or the phase difference of
the phase voltage between the reference time and the
time of the zero crossing of the phase voltage, or
determining in the case of the three-conductor network,
for the least two phase conductors, the time difference
and/or the phase difference of line-to-line voltages
between the reference time and the time of the zero
crossing of the line-to-line voltages;

comparing the time difference and/or the phase difference

at the first point with the time difference and/or the
phase difference at the further point; and

assigning a phase conductor of the first point to a phase

conductor of the further point having a same time
difference and/or a same phase difference in relation to
the common reference time.

2. The method according to claim 1, wherein for deter-
mining the time difference and/or the phase difference at the
first and further points, determining phase voltages or the
line-to-line voltages of all three phase conductors at the
reference time.

3. The method according to claim 1, which further com-
prises selecting the common reference time so that time
coincides with the time of the zero crossing of the phase
voltage or the line-to-line voltage at the first point.

4. The method according to claim 1, which further com-
prises defining the common reference time by transmitting a
signal to the points.

5. The method according to claim 4, wherein the signal
contains information which defines the reference time for a
time after a receipt of the signal.

6. The method according to claim 4, which further com-
prises transmitting the signal via at least one conductor of
the polyphase energy distribution network.

7. The method according to claim 4, which further com-
prises transmitting the signal from one point in the poly-
phase energy distribution network.

8. The method according to claim 4, wherein the signal
contains information about time differences or phase differ-
ences of the phase voltages or the line-to-line voltages
respectively at one point.

9. The method according to claim 4, wherein the poly-
phase energy distribution network is a three-phase network.

10. The method according to claim 8, wherein the one
point is the first point.

11. A device for carrying out a method for assigning
individual phase conductors at a first point to phase con-
ductors at at least one further point in a polyphase energy
distribution network, the device comprising:

a signal generator for defining a common reference time;

a phase measurer disposed at at least two points, with said

phase measurer a time of a zero crossing of a phase
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voltage on at least one phase conductor or a line-to-line
voltage of at least two phase conductors can be mea-
sured;

a comparison unit connected to at least one said phase
measurer at the points, wherein a time difference or a
phase difference between a reference time and the time
of the zero crossing can be determined with said phase
measurer; and

at least one assignment unit connected with said compari-
son unit, by comparing time differences or phase dif-
ferences at two different points, the phase conductor of
the first point can be assigned to the phase conductor of
a second point which has a same time difference or a
same phase difference.

12. The device according to claim 11, wherein:

said signal generator for defining the common reference
time at the time of zero crossing of the phase voltage or
of the line-to-line voltage is disposed at a first point;

said phase measurer is disposed at the first point or at at
least one further point, with which the time of the zero
crossing of the phase voltage on at least one phase
conductor or the line-to-line voltage of at least two
phase conductors can be measured;

said comparison unit connected to said phase measurer at
the second point, wherein with said phase measurer the
time difference or the phase difference between the
reference time and the time of the zero crossing can be
defined, and with said comparison unit that phase
conductor of the first point can be assigned to the phase
conductor of the second point; and

said assignment unit, with which information about an
assignment can be collected and further distributed, is
disposed at the first point.

13. The device according to claim 11, further comprising
transceiver units, at least one of said transceiver unit dis-
posed at each of the points connected for transmission of
signals, to said phase measurer, said signal generator, said
comparison unit and said assignment unit.

14. The device according to claim 13, wherein said
transceiver unit is connected at each of the points to the
phase conductors and a neutral conductor for transmission of
signals over the energy distribution network.

15. The device according to claim 14, wherein said
transceiver unit is embodied at each point for transmission
of signals by means of conductors which do not belong to
the polyphase energy distribution network, by means of
radio or by means of optical data transmission.

16. The device according to claim 13, wherein said
transceiver units transmit data packets to said phase mea-
surer, said signal generator, said comparison unit and said
assignment unit.

17. The device according to claim 14, wherein said
transceiver unit transmits data packets over the polyphase
energy distribution network.
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